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PRIDE OF NEWARK  
Marching Band ends successful season 
with 38th straight trip to state competition
The 2017 edition of the Pride of Newark Marching Band continued their 
long history of success this season, while wearing new uniforms and 
performing music from Lin-Manuel Miranda. The band’s competition show, 
“My Shot,” featured music from Miranda’s musicals In the Heights, Bring It 
On and current Broadway smash-hit, Hamilton.

The Pride’s 2017 season was one of the most 
successful in several years.  Beginning with 
getting new uniforms for the first time since 1995, 
the band was then rated SUPERIOR in shows 
at Watkins Memorial, Licking Valley, Valley 
(Lucasville) and at the Newark Marching Band 
Invitational.

At the Valley competition the band was awarded 
Grand Champion honors for the first time in 12 years.  It marked the 33rd 
Grand Champion title for the Pride of Newark since their first one in 1984.

Last Saturday the band performed in the Ohio Music Education Association 
State Finals for an Ohio record 38th consecutive year.  The band was 
awarded a rating of SUPERIOR for the 29th time since their first appearance 
in 1980.

NHS Director of Bands Lee Auer was very pleased with the band’s success 
this year and praised the efforts of the band members, instructors, parents 
and the support of the administration and community.  “Our success is 
certainly a group effort and our members take great pride in adding to the 
outstanding reputation the Newark band program has attained over several 
decades.”

For additional information please contact the NHS Fine Arts Department  
740-670-7440 or the band’s web site at www.NewarkBands.org

A Great Community 
Makes Great Schools 
We are nearing the 
midway point of the 
school year, and I can’t 
help but be thankful for 
the people who live and 
work in the community 
and who play a vital role 
in helping Newark City 
Schools serve students, 
parents and community 
in the best way.
Year after year I am amazed at the variety of 
groups and people who come together to help 
students.
A new walking track was added near the 
Hillview Elementary playground during the 
summer. This track was made possible by the 
hard work of the school’s PTO, which raised 
$30,000 for the track. It is used almost daily by 
our students and the surrounding community.
If you have attended an event at the Paul 
“Hoss” Starr Stadium at White Field during the 
past couple of years — or if you’ve even driven 
by — you can see first-hand the results of 
community-school partnership, as a community 
effort raised the money for the artificial turf. 
The stadium is a gem in the City of Newark.
The Pride of Newark Marching Band sported 
new uniforms this year for the first time in more 
than 25 years, thanks to fundraising efforts and 
continued community support.
These examples of community partnerships 
extend districtwide and impact students in 
grades Pre-K through 12.
One of my passions is to see every child eat 
a healthy meal. In the district, we offer free 
breakfast for all students. We have worked with 
the Children’s Hunger Alliance to make this 
happen. Since starting this effort, our number 
of students served has increased from 1,600 to 
more than 4,000 daily.

Newark City Schools

Doug Ute, Superintendent
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For 25 years, Newark Wildcats have benefitted 
from a very special partnership between the 
school district and the non-profit, A Call to 
College.  

In 1988 Louis A. Mitchell (NHS ‘52) began 
acting on his dream of starting a college 
access organization that would exclusively 
serve the Newark City School District.  By 
offering matching funds from County Savings 
Bank, he challenged Newark High School 
alumni to contribute money for need-based 
scholarships which would help qualified Newark graduates attend college.  
Alumni responded generously and a group of community leaders, led by Jane 
Cook McConnell, met in the fall of 1991 to officially found A Call to College.
Thanks to a strong, supportive relationship with the school board, 

administration and teachers, 
this bold idea has grown into 
a comprehensive program 
that now serves over 3500 
students from second grade to 
graduates.  But even though 
it has expanded, A Call to 
College remains laser focused 
on its original mission: “To 
assure every qualified Newark 
High School graduate the 
opportunity to pursue higher 

education.”    Generous donors from across the country, many of whom are 
NHS alumni, have helped the organization build a permanent endowment to 
fund programming, as well as need-based Last Dollar Grants.  Each year over 
200 Newark graduates are awarded these grants to help them pursue post-
secondary education.
Unique to this partnership is the fact that the school district has, since 
day one, generously extended in-kind services like office space and 
equipment, allowing the organization to focus its resources on scholarships, 

programming, advising, 
and student enrichment 
experiences.  “Being 
located in the high 
school has allowed us 
to grow a wonderfully 
collaborative 
relationship with school 

administrators, teachers and families alike”, said Diane DeLawder, A Call to 
College’s long-serving Executive Director.
Volunteers also play an important role in many aspects of the program.  The 
majority of junior and senior advising hours are performed by a corps of 
trained volunteers who work with students one-on-one.   Volunteers also help 
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Mission Statement:

The mission of Newark City Schools is to ensure 
a quality education for all students to become 
productive citizens in a global society.

Newark City Schools

Perfect Partners:   

A 6th grader smiles with her 
Cats2College workbook 

Curious 2nd graders prepare questions for 
college guests!

Since 1991 A Call to College  
has awarded NHS grads over  
3.2 million dollars of need-based 
college scholarships

Newark High School sophomore Steven 
Chiacchira, center, won a contest by creating 
a public service announcement about teen 
driver safety. The contest is through the Licking 
County Health Department and the Licking 
County Safe Communities Coalition, through 
support from State Farm. Steven’s billboard was 
displayed throughout Licking County during 
the month of November. Steven won a $500 
price for his efforts, and Newark High School 
was awarded $100 as his home school.

+



Please visit our website, www.
newarkcityschools.org, and our athletic 
website, www.nhswildcats.com, for 
more important dates, such as concerts 
and games. Here are a few events 
coming up:

Dec. 3: 7:30 p.m.: Newark Granville 
Symphony Orchestra w/ NHS Choir 
@ The Midland Theatre

Dec. 4: 7 p.m.: Liberty MS Choir

Dec. 5: 6 p.m.: Carson Elem K-1  
Holiday Concert

Dec. 5: 7 p.m.: Wilson MS  
combined Holiday Concert

Dec. 6: 6 p.m.: Heritage MS  
Holiday Concert at NHS Auditorium

Dec. 7: 6 p.m.: Carson Elem 2nd Grade/
Choir Holiday Concert

Dec. 9: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.: Cherry Valley 
Elementary Holiday Bazaar  
(concerts at 10, 11 & 12)

Dec. 11: 6:30 p.m.: McGuffey Elem  
Winter Concert at NHS

Dec. 12: 6:45 p.m.: Cherry Valley Elem 
2nd/3rd Grade Concert

Dec. 12: 6 p.m.: Hillview Elem 
Holiday Musical “The Incredible Reindeer”

Dec. 12: 6 p.m.: Carson Elem Choir 
performs at Columbus Blue Jackets game

Dec. 12: 7 p.m.: Legend Elem 3rd Grade 
Holiday concert

Dec. 12: 7 p.m.: Liberty MS Band

Dec. 13: 7 p.m.: Liberty MS Orchestra

Dec. 14: 7 p.m.: NHS Winterfest 
Combined Band/Choir/Orchestra 
concert

Jan. 12 & 13: 7 p.m.: NHS  
Acting Ensemble Show

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FALL 2017  •  Page 3

Great Community Continued from page 1

In the community, a variety of organizations and people come together to pack 
backpacks with food to send home with students every weekend so they have a 
healthy option to eat at home.
Our 1st and 2nd grade students at Ben Franklin and Carson elementary schools 
have had the opportunity to take free swimming lessons from the YMCA this 
year. Some of the students didn’t know how to swim previously. We worked 
with other local community organizations to provide swimsuits and towels for 
students who needed them.
Elsewhere in this issue, you can learn about a wonderful and long-lasting 
partnership with A Call to College, which gets students as young as 2nd grade 
to start thinking about life after high school graduation.
Current students are the future mechanics, police officers, doctors, mayors and 
teachers in the City of Newark. It’s a great feeling to have a community that 
recognizes this, and that pitches in to help all students reach their potential.
 
It’s a great time to be a Cat!

students and families complete 
the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid.  In addition, 
college student and community 
volunteers are involved in 
significant ways with many 
facets of The PEAK Program 
(Providing Early Awareness and 
Knowledge). 

A Call to College launched The PEAK program in 2009 after a planning year 
with teachers and administrators.  Engaging every second, fourth, sixth and 
eighth grade student, in partnership with their teachers, PEAK provides 
programing both in and out of the classroom.  With age-appropriate activities, 
this outreach encourages high aspirations, disseminates knowledge about 
college and connects education with occupational choices.  

NHS sophomore, Emma 
Brockman, commented:   “At 
first I thought talking about 
college and careers as early as 
second grade was crazy.   But 
when I got to sixth grade and 

was given the opportunity through the PEAK Program to visit a campus, 
I realized that A Call to College staff were not simply coming into our 
classrooms to fill in spare time, but rather they wanted each of us to imagine 
our futures and help us succeed.”
Superintendent Doug Ute remarked, “The enthusiasm and vision of the staff 
and governing board members are valuable components of our students’ 
educational journeys.  I am very impressed with the quality programming 
they provide and we look forward to many more successful years of 
partnership.” 

A Newark High School Senior at one of his 
advising sessions.

Last year 275 volunteers 
provided 2,628 hours of 
service to the organization.



Follow Newark City Schools on Social Media:

   facebook.com/NewarkCitySchools

   District: @Newark_Schools

   Athletic: @NewarkWildcats
   @Newark_Schools
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Welcome to The Paw Print
You are currently holding the sixth edition of The Paw 
Print, Newark City Schools’ district newsletter.

This important community communication tool is 
delivered three times per year to community homes and 
varied locations across the community.

In this issue, you will find information about the 
continued success of the Pride of Newark Marching Band. 
Superintendent Doug Ute discusses the importance of 
community connections. Also, you can learn more about 
our great partnership with A Call to College in the middle 
of the newsletter.

If you would like to receive a digital PDF of future 
newsletter editions, please email sroy@laca.org or call Seth 
Roy at 740-670-7020.
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NCS Financial Update 
The Newark City School District is in a positive financial state, as 
treasurer Julio Valladares presented the Five-year forecast to the 
Board of Education in October.
According to the forecast, the district should have a positive cash 
balance through the life of the forecast, but expenditures will 
start to exceed revenues by the end of the fiscal year 2020. The 
district’s emergency levy that was originally passed in 2009 will 
be up for renewal by the calendar year 2019; if the community 
continues to support the levy, the district would address the 
deficit spending in the out years starting in fiscal year 2020, based 
on current assumptions. 
Throughout the life of the forecast, revenues are projected to 
increase by a 1 percent average, while expenses could increase 
by a 3 percent average. Newark City Schools will continue to 
look at programs and implement cost measures in discretionary 
expenditures.
The full forecast and explanations can be found online by visiting 
www.newarkcityschools.org, searching for Finance and finding 
the financial documents on the right side of the page. You can 
also contact our Treasurer’s Department at 740-670-7010 with 
questions.

Estimated Expenditures FY 2018:

Tangible  
Property Tax:  

1.6%

State & Federal:  
57.3%Real Estate Taxes: 

25.7%

Income Tax:  
12.4%

Other Local:  
3%

Estimated Revenue Sources 2018:

Wages: 
 53%

Services:  
22%

Benefits:  
21%

Materials: 3%

Other: 1%


